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Abstract

Chape [Tib. chab spel] was a Tibetan government lay official. In this interview, he discusses what he saw in the Chinese official
documents about the Dalai Lama's visit to the Military Headquarters in 1959.

Tape 2

A: It's clear that the disturbance was caused by telling people that the Chinese were taking the Dalai Lama to China and [that
would mean] it is finished. So they came out to prostrate and block his leaving Norbulinga.

Q: Did they really tell him not to bring the Gusung [bodyguard regiment troops]?

A: There is a document which contains all of the Dalai Lama's letters and the conversation between the generals and Gadrang
Lobsang Rinzin (Tib. blo bzang rig 'dzin). I don't think they told him not to bring the Gusung. I didn't see in the documents that they
said don't bring Gusung troops. It was said that the Dalai Lama said that he is coming. So we [Chinese] said we welcome him to
come and we will make the preparations. And the Dalai Lama was very happy and we told the Dalai Lama to decide whatever
date and time he will come. Gadrang was the person reporting to him and passing down the answers [Tib. yar zhu mar gnang].

Q: What I heard was that it involved the Gusung Depön.

A: The Gusung Depön was not involved in this. I don't know whether there were relations between the depön about whether to
take the gusung or not, but for the regular discussions between the personnel of the Military Headquarters and the Dalai Lama, it
was Gadrang. They went to Gadrang 2-3 times to fix the dates and then they waited there. While they [military personnel] were
waiting, they heard that all of the people were going to Norbulinga. When they sent people to look, it was said that there is a
disturbance. This was the time when Phagpalha Khenjung was killed.

Q: Is this written in a document?

A: It was written in an official propaganda document. I recall probably there is a book called "Cause of the Revolt" [Tib. zing
'khrugs langs rkyen] that has all this, but I'm not sure. Otherwise I was in Shigatse so what I know is from these documents. The
Dalai Lama's letters to the general went via Ngabö and the letters were in the Dalai Lama's real hand writing which I could
identify, so this is the most reliable. Usually, people could not get in the Military Headquarters indiscriminately and likewise,
people couldn't get into the Dalai Lama indiscriminately. It was written in the document that the generals met Gadrang and
discussed the visit, and Gadrang also made some corrections.

Q: Was it written in the document who gave the message to the Lhasa people?

A: It was not written about the person, but it was written that the Korchagpa in each area delivered the message. The message
was to go to do prostrations to the Dalai Lama [and block the road] and said that it will not be okay if you don't come. But it did not
say who gave the order from above.


